Clarkson Common Experience

Communication Intensive Courses

Course _____________ 

Course title __________________________________________________________________

Requested designation
____ C2 (2 points)
____ C1 (1 point)

Course history:
___ Current
___ Revised
___ New

Proposals for new and revised courses should include a complete new course/course change form.  Each proposal should include a current or proposed course syllabus.

Is this course (check those items that apply)

___ required for a specific major?  If so, please list the major(s) __________________

___ open to students in all majors?

Learning outcomes.  Communication intensive courses must explicitly address communication outcomes.  In the space below, briefly describe how this course will help students meet communication outcomes and how student achievement of these outcomes will be assessed.  The explanation should include a brief description of the nature of the communication pedagogy, the frequency of assignments, the plan for feedback to students, and the amount of communication work to be done as part of the course.  (Continue on additional pages, if necessary).

Communication intensive courses must demonstrate the following characteristics:

1. Communication instruction is a part of the course pedagogy.  Pedagogical support may include on-line components or an accompanying handbook or guide (e.g., a writing manual).  Communication instruction should be a main element of C2 courses.  In C1 courses, formal instruction may be more limited.

2. Communication assignments are frequent.  A majority of the communication assignments should be graded.  While formal instruction may not be extensive, courses must demonstrate formative assessment of communication outcomes.  In C2 courses, communication assignments should normally be given in at least one-third to one-half of the weeks and distributed over the entire semester.  In C1 courses, communication assignments should typically be completed in about one-third of the weeks.

3. Communication assignments include regular feedback from peers and/or instructor, including the opportunity to use feedback to revise and resubmit one or more assignments.  Responses from peers and/or instructor include critique of both content and mechanics for each assignment.  

4. Communication assignments require sufficient volume of communication work for the course to be deemed communication intensive.  For example, assignments in a writing-intensive C2 course should typically result in 5000-10,000 words of student writing (roughly 20-40 pages of double-spaced, typed work).  Assignments in a C2 course focusing on oral communication should commonly include five to eight assignments totaling 45-60 minutes of formal speaking.  Similar C1 courses should normally require approximately half of these amounts.  Courses combining several forms of communication should detail the amount of each kind of communication work expected. 
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